Baker Street

At first glance, Baker Street looks like any other busy London road. Cars hum past

tall, pale buildings; buses crawl towards the city centre; and shop signs blink in the

drizzle. Yet, despite its ordinary appearance, Baker Street holds a special place in

literary history — and in the imaginations of millions around the world.

More than a century ago, Scottish writer Sir Arthur Conan Doyle created a fictional

detective named Sherlock Holmes. He gave his brilliant, sharp-eyed character an

address: 221B Baker Street. Although this address didn’t exist at the time, the stories

made it world-famous. Readers from London to New York devoured each tale,

fascinated by Holmes’s ability to solve impossible mysteries through logic and

observation.

Conan Doyle’s first Sherlock Holmes story, A Study in Scarlet, was published in

1887. It introduced not only Holmes but also his loyal friend and narrator, Dr. John

Watson. Together, they cracked cases involving stolen jewels, secret letters, and

mysterious strangers. Holmes’s methods — studying footprints, noticing clues others




missed, and drawing calm conclusions — inspired generations of real-life detectives

and scientists.

Today, Baker Street remains one of London’s most visited destinations. There is now

a real 221B Baker Street, home to the Sherlock Holmes Museum. Inside, visitors can

explore rooms recreated exactly as they might have looked in the Victorian era,

complete with tobacco smoke stains, violin, and magnifying glass. A bronze statue of

Holmes, wearing his famous deerstalker hat, stands proudly outside the Baker Street

Underground Station.

What's interesting is that while Sherlock Holmes never actually lived, he feels almost

real. Some fans even write letters to him at 221B Baker Street, asking for help

solving puzzles or thanking him for inspiring their love of reading. The building once

employed staff to reply politely, explaining that the detective was “away on a case.”

Over a hundred years since he first appeared, Sherlock Holmes continues to shape

popular culture. There are countless films, television shows, and new books based

on Conan Doyle’s original stories. In a world full of technology and instant answers,




people still admire the quiet cleverness of a detective who could solve mysteries with

nothing but thought, patience, and a keen eye for detail.

So, while Baker Street may look like just another London address, it represents

something far greater — the enduring power of imagination, and how a simple idea

in a writer’s mind can make a street, and a story, live forever.




Comprehension Questions

1. Why is Baker Street famous?

A) It was the home of a real detective.

B) It appeared in the stories of a fictional detective.

C) It is one of the oldest streets in London.

D) It was where Sir Arthur Conan Doyle lived.

2. What does the word “enduring” (in the last paragraph) most likely mean?

A) Temporary

B) Lasting

C) Difficult

D) Popular




3. What can we infer about Sherlock Holmes’s popularity from the passage?

A) He was only famous during Conan Doyle’s lifetime.

B) People quickly forgot about him after the books were published.

C) He continues to inspire readers and writers today.

D) Most people believe he was a real person.

4. Which of the following is not mentioned as part of the Sherlock Holmes

Museum?

A) A magnifying glass

B) A violin

C) Holmes’s famous hat

D) A computer desk




5. Why did the building at 221B Baker Street once have staff to answer letters?

A) Because fans sent mail to Sherlock Holmes as if he were real.

B) Because Sir Arthur Conan Doyle used to live there.

C) Because it was a real detective agency.

D) Because the museum sold souvenirs by post.

6. What is the main idea of the passage?

A) Baker Street is one of the busiest roads in London.

B) Sherlock Holmes changed the way detectives work.

C) The imagination of one writer turned Baker Street into a famous place loved

around the world.

D) The Sherlock Holmes Museum is the most popular tourist attraction in London.




Answers

1. B) — Baker Street became famous because Conan Doyle made it the fictional

home of Sherlock Holmes, not because a real detective lived there.

2. B) — “Enduring” means lasting or continuing for a long time. The paragraph

discusses Holmes’s long-lasting influence.

3. C) — The text says Holmes still inspires films, books, and readers — showing his

continued popularity.

4. D) — A “computer desk” is not mentioned and would not fit the Victorian-era

setting described.

5. A) — Fans wrote letters to Sherlock Holmes, and staff replied politely, treating him

as though he were real.

6. C) — The passage’s main point is that imagination gave Baker Street its fame and

lasting importance.




